
Alma Mater Closing Banquet
17th National Alumni Association

South Carolina State UniversitySing the praise of Alma Mater

Let us rally to her call

Lift our voices, send them ringing

Thru the groves and classic halls.
In Recognition of Thirteen Who Reached the Stars

Hail! Hail! Dear Alma Mater

Hail! Hail! Dear S.C.C.

We'll defend and honor

Love and cherish thee.
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Weare loyal sons and daughters

Proud to own the name we bear

For the truths that thou has taught us

Ready all to do and dare.
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August 5, 2006

Philadelphia Airport Marriott

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania



The Menu

Garden Green Salad

w/ Tomatoes, Cucumbers

and Choice of Dressing

.
Chilean Sea Bass

w /Copper Spice, Fresh Spinach

& Sweet Onion Jam

Or

Chicken Breast Florentine

w/Spinach, Feta cheese, Pine Nuts

And Basil Morney Sauce

.
Bouquetiere of Seasonal Vegetables.

Chocolate Layer Cake

w / Chocolate Shavings

.
Sweet Tea

.
Coffee and Tea

Program

Mrs. Patricia B. Lou '63, '79 President, Presiding
SCSUNAA

Welcome

Overview of the Closing Banquet

Ms. Valerie Wrice '86, Recording Secretary
SCSUNAA

Introduction of Guests

Musical Selection

Major General (Ret.) ,USMC Arnold Fields '68
Grace

Colonel Antonio Coleman, US Army '84

~Dinner~

Introduction of Speaker

Major (Ret.), US Army Theodore Carter '79

President, Atlanta Chapter

Speaker

Major General Harold Mitchell, US Air Force, '72

Presentation

Lieutenant General (Ret.), US Army Henry Doctor '53

Introduction of the Trail Blazers and the Generals





Convention Summary

Margaret Bennett '74 Philadelphia Chapter

Thanking Sponsors

John Gold '63 Philadelphia Chapter

Closing Remarks

Mrs. Patricia B. Lott '63, '79, President
SCSUNAA

Passing of the Gavel

Alma Mater

The vocalists are being accompanied by Mrs. Patricia Beach,

organist at Grace Baptist Church of Germantown, Philadelphia,
PA

History of the ROTC Unit

During the 1947-1948 . ~ school year, South Carolina
<XCELlEH".

State Agricultural and Mechanical College established a
Department of Military Science. The first class of graduating cadets
totaled six, with five receiving regular commissions and one
receiving a Reserve commission.

The five cadets that received regular commission are pictured below:
Left to Right:

Richard A. Williams, William J. Nelson, Spencer Bracey,
Fred Dowdy and George Wright.
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The ROTC program continued from 1949-1968,enrollment
was mandatory for the able-bodied freshmen and sophomore male
student.

The Trail Blazers

Colonel (Ret.) Spencer Bracey, Class of 1949
Resident of Chevy Chase, Maryland

Colonel (Ret.) Fred Dowdy, Class of 1949
Resident of Willingboro, New Jersey

In 1968 students from other area educational institutions were

permitted to enroll, thus creating cross-enrollment so that ROTC
students would not have to transfer to the University to
participate in the program.

ROTC FACTS

Following The Trail to the Stars
BG Amos Gailliard

BG George Price
The Continuation of the Trail

MG James Klugh

LTG Henry Doctor

Maj Gen Clifford Stanley

Maj Gen Arnold Fields

MG George Bowman

BG Julius Lawton

The Trail at the Tip of The Spear

M G Larry Knightner
MG Harold Mitchell

MG Abraham Turner

M G Frederick Johnson
BG Nolen Bivens

In 1972, the program was opened to women nationwide and
SCSU was one of only ten programs selected to participate in
the new venture.

Total Officers Commissioned 1949-2006: 1,990

Number of Females Commissioned: 253

Number Commissioned in the U.S. Marine Corps: 1
Total of Generals Graduated from sesu: 13




