National Alumni Association History
	Year
	Key Accomplishments

	1898
	The earliest mention of the Alumni Association that I could find is a letter written by the late Dr. Benjamin Mays in  the 1925 Year Book: “The Alumni Association came into existence May 1898, with a small band of members.”

	1919
	An early copy of the Association Constitution and by-laws were approved at the Annual Meeting on May 28, 1919 in Orangeburg.  I noted that annual dues were set at $1.00

	1920
	In an Alumni Report dated 1943, Mr. James Pierce is listed as the President in 1920

	1922
	Dr. Benjamin E. Mays served as president of the Alumni Association from 1922-1934.  In a letter written by Dr. Mays in the 1925 year book, he mentioned a fund raising campaign whose slogan was “$10,000 by 1930”.  Apparently the fundraising did not go well because in the 1926 year book, he wrote: “The money the Alumni has contributed to the college is neither credible nor creditable.  In fact the amount is so negligible that it is too embarrassing to put it in print.”  Sound familiar?

	1934
	Dr. Thomas Best served from 1934 – 1942.  1934 is also the year that the Washington, DC Chapter was founded by Dr. Benjamin Mays as the South Carolina Club.

	1943
	The 1st Edition of  the Alumni Report was published in 1943 by then president Mr. Harry Daniels who served from 1943-1948. 

	1948
	Next listed is Mr. John D. Marshall and Mr. C.W. Madden (no dates specified).

	1952
	The Alumni Office at the college officially opened  in 1952 with the following stated functions in the first  Alumni Bulletin: 1. Keep Alumni well informed; 2. better public relations; 3. Assist in organizing local chapters; 4. Accumulate and maintain records of alumni; 5. Effectuate a system for collecting and recording alumni dues.

	1954
	After a gap in the records, we come to our oldest living past president, Dr. Lewie C. Roach.  He served from 1954-1957.  I had the pleasure of introducing Dr. Roach at the Scholarship Gala a few years ago, and discovered that he and my parents were contemporaries.

	1959
	Mr. George Dean served from 1957-1959 and during his tenure, the association was incorporated in May 1959.  The incorporation papers were signed by Mr. George Dean and Ms. Sara Aiken Waymer.

	1960
	The sixties started with Mr. Wayman Johnson at the helm followed by “The Voice of the Bulldogs” the late T.J. Crawford followed by Mr. Issac McGraw and Dr. James Bond.

	1973
	Mr. Julius Brice was elected to his first term and served from 1973-1977.  During his term, several notable accomplishments occurred:  1.  Reorganized the Association and introduced the Executive Council concept.  2.  Purchased the Alumni House; 3. Started the Scholarship Fund; 4 Attained Tax Exempt Status.

	1977
	The Late Mr. William Blakeney served from 1977 – 1981 and retired the debt on the Alumni House.

	1981
	Attorney Alphonso Pendergrass served from 1981 – 1983 and during his tenure, introduced the idea of a National Convention and also initiated the “Million Dollar Fund”.  While not successful at raising a Million dollars, it got folks thinking about serious fundraising.

	1983
	Col. (Ret) John McLeod served as president of the association from 1983 – 1985.

	1985
	The Late Dr. T.J. Wilson served from 1985 – 1987 and during his tenure, initiated the life membership program.  Dr. Wilson was also the first National President to serve on the University Board of Trustees.

	1987
	Mr. Julius Brice took another turn in the barrel  serving from 1987 – 1989.  During his second term, Mr. Brice attempted to get the Alumni Association more involved with the political process.

	1989
	1989 saw Mrs. Audrey Quick Battiste elected as our first woman President.  During Audrey’s term, she continued the involvement with the political process forming our first Political Action Committee.  The 1st National Alumni Convention came was held during Audrey’s administration.

	1993
	Mr. Louis Buck served from 1993 – 1997.  Perhaps his most notable accomplishment was bringing about a degree of fiscal stability to the Association not seen before.  He was also very focused on helping to make the University Foundation a viable entity to support the University.

	1997
	The Late Mr. Frank Fabor was elected president in 1997 and brought with him a great deal of energy and enthuasm.  Unfortunately, he passed shortly after his term in office began.  He was a driving force behind the National Alumni Convention having hosted and co-chaired the first convention and being a key player in the subsequent conventions.

	1998
	Mr. Lewis Berry assumed the presidency after Mr. Fabor’s untimely death and continued to lead the association.  He was elected to a term in 1999 and his primary focus was on fundraising to support the University.

	2001
	Mrs. Deborah Joseph was elected president and served from 2001 – 2003.  During her tenure, she continued the focus on fund raising and participation in the political process.

	2003
	Dr. Thelma Lawton was elected president and served from 2003 – 2005.  During her tenure, she continued the focus on fundraising and participation in the political process.

	2005
	Ms. Patricia Lott was elected in 2005 and is our current National President.  We will write her history after she leaves office.
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